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JANINE’S REFLECTIONS

“Don’t give in to your fears. If you do, you won’t be able to 
talk to your heart” – Paulo Coehlo

Our world is a very complicated place to live in at the best 
of times, but at the moment with the “C” word spoken 
more times than I could have imagined, “fear” would be 
the single word to describe our world at the moment. Fear 
causes people to live far below their ability and causes 
people to live with hands and hearts closed, unable to 
even have compassion about the plight of those around us. 
I watched the news in horror as an old man who fell over 
trying not to get pushed in the queue waiting for Coles to 
open lay with no-one willing to lose their place in line; The 
woman at the checkout using hand sanitiser every time she 
handled a note; someone giving my PA the elbow rather 
than the usual hug…and the list goes on. They say it will 
get worse. The Arabs have a fable that says pestilence 
met a caravan on the way to Bhagdad. ‘Why must you 
travel to Baghdad?” asked the Chief. ‘To take 5,000 lives’. 
On the way back, Pestilence met the same caravan. ‘You 
lied. You took 50,000 lives’, said the Chief. ‘No,’ insisted 
Pestilence. ‘I took 5,000 lives. Fear killed the rest’. Yes, it’s 
a fable. But this is a fact. Fear kills. Exactly 365 times in the 
bible we are told “Do not fear or don’t be afraid’. It’s as 
if we are being reminded for every day of our lives not to 
give in to fear. I am grateful as the world’s fear escalates, 

that in a way our diamonds 
are protected from the 
daily bombardment of TV 
updates about the virus 
that is taking literally hundreds of thousands of lives. I am 
eternally grateful that our home is one of thankfulness 
and genuine love and that while many rehabs are refusing 
visitors and sending their residents home, we will trust that 
the God who transforms lives, will protect the ones He 
brought here to find new life.

With gratitude and anticipation, 
Janine Epere
Co-Founder and CEO of Destiny Haven

THE HOPEFUL 
JOURNAL

AN UPDATE FROM OUR CEO
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LATEST NEWS

DESTINY KITCHEN MAKEOVER
We are excited to share that our New Year campaign to raise 
funds to purchase a new commercial pass-thru dishwasher, 
benches and sinks saw the full amount raised. So many of 
you generously donated to help us upgrade our kitchen 
and we can’t thank you enough for contributing to this 
much needed project. We want to thank Frost’s Catering 
Equipment (the company that helped us purchase new 
ovens last year) for so generously discounting the price and 
thank you Makaya Smit for your professionalism ensuring we 
were consulted on every stage of the project.  The kitchen 
upgrade was a hit with our diamonds, and it has made a 
massive difference to our everyday functioning. The day 
following installation we hosted a coach trip for lunch and 
the new equipment passed with flying colours! Not only will 
daily kitchen life be more enjoyable; larger events and our 
social enterprise production will be so much more efficient.

Thank you to every person who contributes to enabling us 
to achieve our dreams. Destiny Haven definitely wouldn’t 
be the place  it is without the help of every single supporter, 
whether a single gift or a regular donation of finance or time.  
Every one of you are vital in helping us change the lives of 

GRATEFUL HEARTS 
The impact of the COVID-19 has been huge for Destiny. 
Thank you to all who have called and encouraged us during 
this time. We have received multiple cancellations for Valley 
View Luxury Retreat (our luxury holiday accommodation) 
as well as many cancelled Coach Trips and Events due to 
the increased restrictions. This has heavily impacted us as 
we rely heavily on income from all of these to supplement 
and support the courageous women who come to Destiny 

Haven to change their lives. We are increasingly losing 
opportunities with our Diamond Collection products with 
larger events also cancelled daily.  People are too afraid 
to come to the shop further impacting us. We realise 
many of you - our supporters are also in precarious 
predicaments yourselves. Can we encourage you to help 
by thinking of us when purchasing gifts for Mother’s Day, 
birthdays, and other special occasions? Our products are 
all online and can be purchased and sent out via express 
post within a day of ordering. This will continue to see 
our production going and help supporting us. It would 
also give you a uniquely different gift for that special 
someone.

Easter sales online were fantastic and we are forever 
grateful for people all over Australia who purchased their 
delicious Easter goodies from us. Our website sales were 
constant in the weeks leading up to Easter and it kept 
all of the Diamonds very busy in the chocolate kitchen 
ensuring no one missed out on these delectable treats. 
We have still got a few Easter chocolates left if anybody 
is still craving some of the irresistible Treasure Eggs. 
Keep watching the website and social media for weekly 
deals of all your favourite products. 

OUR WISH LIST
* Plants for the garden (flowers/veggies)
* Commercial toaster
* Pool cover for winter
* Garden equipment (tools, wheelbarrows, 

spades, shovels, weeding hand tools, hoses)
* Commercial vacuum cleaner
* New pillows for the women
* Music equipment (leads, cords & stands)

the broken women who come through our doors seeking help and hope. 
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JESS’S UPDATE
Wow, what a journey it has been. I still can’t believe that 5 years ago I arrived 
here as a ‘Diamond’. I had it in my mind that 4 months would be enough to 
“give it a shot” and get my bond back. Little did I know that I would discover 
creativity, dreams and hope like I had never known. I remember sitting in front 
of Janine when she asked if I wanted to learn how to make chocolates. Honestly, 
was terrified, but I said yes and I’m sure most of you have tasted the rest of the 
story. At Destiny I learnt to appreciate flavours, colours and love watching food 
bring people together and teleport them to a favourite memory. Just as seasons change, so too has my time at Destiny. 
Destiny is and will forever be family, I didn’t know what family, safety and healthy relationships were until I saw it mirrored 
in those around me. 

I have begun studying full-time course in screen and media. I dream to create and bring to life stories that draw people 
closer to God’s heart. This isn’t good-bye. I will never have words to describe how grateful and honoured I am to have 
been a part of this life-changing family. I know I would not have the life I have without every one of the team and our 
amazing supporters. Thank you, whether it is prayers or financial support or coming to cook a meal and volunteer, my 
story, my future wouldn’t be possible without Destiny. I want to also especially thank and honour Janine. The words of 
life you breathed into my world are beyond compare and the truths & wisdom I will cherish into eternity. Thank you for 
being a friend, a mentor, and showing me a mother’s love; for being honest & real with me, and the source of both truth 
and grace. Thank you for letting me learn how to trust and being my greatest cheerleader. I am excited for what this next 
season holds and I know no-matter what it looks like, Destiny will always hold a place in my heart xx

DIAMOND DIARIES

VALLEY VIEW
Valley View Luxury Retreat had healthy bookings until March. 
Due to Covid-19, thousands of dollars in revenue have been lost 
because of peoples’ concern about travel and the government 
lockdowns in place. As restrictions begin to lift, we are offering 
our supporters a special deal. Usually two nights for two adults 
is $1000. We are offering two nights for two adults for just $600 
(saving $400). Any additional adults will be $50 per adult per 
night. We will also give a better rate for longer stays. Valley 
View is the perfect get-a-way for both couples and groups, it 
can easily sleep up to 12 people. With its own dedicated games 
room complete with full-size billiard table, and a huge curved 
65-inch TV in the loungeroom, you can be entertained by a 
movie or simply sit and enjoy the stunning floor to ceiling views 
and our resident colony of wallabies, kangaroos and wild birdlife. 
Check out our website for pictures (www.valleyviewluxuryretreat.
com.au) and call Destiny Haven to make a booking on 02 4996 
5558. You won’t be disappointed by the luxury that awaits. Price 

includes a bottle of bubbly, Carrs biscuits and 
Double Brie cheese as well as a hamper of our 
gourmet Diamond Collection products. 

www.valleyviewluxuryretreat.com.au
Book your dream getaway:
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The chocolate kitchen was a flurry of activity over Easter keeping up with the 
almost one hundred orders we received. With Easter now over, the Diamonds 
have undertaken a well needed cleaning spree of the chocolate kitchen which is 
absolutely sparkling. They have also been busy making our beautiful individual 
chocolate creations over the last couple of weeks ready for orders. Some of the 
finishes are divine and we are proud of every creative spray of colour that goes into 
them. Chilli Relishes and Jams remain best sellers but our production has slowed 
due to lack of events, bus trips and visitors to our on-site shop. Keep your eye on 
our website for new jewellery and handmade bags. They are gorgeous.
www.thediamondcollection.com.au

THE DIAMOND COLLECTION

* We are eternally grateful for Casey’s parents for 
purchasing the material to build a fence around 
the house that Casey and Tarese live in. Casey’s 
Dad Tim and her uncles, Ron and Mark came to 
Destiny in February and erected the fence in two 
days! We were amazed. We are very grateful to 
them for their mammoth effort that has allowed 
Casey to bring her old dog ‘Jacko’ to live on-site. 
A huge shout out also to Metroll who once again 
gave us a huge discount on the materials for this 
project. 

* We give thanks for the small kindnesses shown 
towards us every day and for the beautiful place 

we call home. 
* We are grateful for those who support us in 

various ways and for Foodbank, the wonderful 
organisation that feeds us and so many other 
charities across Australia. 

* We are so grateful for every single person who 
supports us in our work of helping women become 
all God created them to be.

* We are so excited God answered one of our 
diamond’s prayers for produce out of season. Our 
bumper crops out of season are a testimony to His 
goodness and love.

GIVING THANKS

Start date and current position with Destiny 
Haven: November 2017. Case Manager

People would be surprised to know: I went to 
school in Suva, Fiji for a short time. The tuckshop 
sold curry & roti (YUM). 

Best part of my job:  Witnessing the growth, 
maturation and faith journey of the diamonds. They 
are so courageous and that inspires me. 

I’m happiest when: I am swimming in the ocean 

or tending my 
garden. Both great 
places to experience 
God’s peace. 

Favourite 
Memory: 
Snorkelling at 
Butterfly Bay, Hooke 
Island.  

SPOTLIGHT ON CLARE
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AROUND THE HAVEN
PROPERTY UPDATE 
Our dear friends Dirk and Joy have been to visit us 
in early March. Dirk and some other men-folk joined 
Lewis for a day of wood-chopping at Brian and Julia’s 
property. Lewis and Dirk spent the next days sawing 
and loading up the woodshed ready for the winter. 

As for our gardens? They are particularly spectacular 
at the moment, thanks to the green-fingered Tarese 
who has discovered her love of gardening (only if it 
involves flowering things!) She has brought the flowers 
to life and tended the garden beds with love and 
real gusto. The results are stunning, especially in the 
rose beds that are blooming still. As Australia went 
into lockdown, all of Destiny went to the top of our 
property to pray. This was our outlook as we gazed 
upon the 42 acres that God has birthed and continued 
to protect and watch over. One of the girls prayed that 
God would bless the garden produce in and out of 
season. The following week Kyanne excitedly came in 
to tell us that all the passionfruit, chillies and tomatoes 
were flowering and fruiting. All this in spite of weather 
changes. We have recently been able to purchase a 
wide range of new veggies and beautiful flowers that 
the Diamonds have been busy planting. We are all very 
excited for them to produce vegetables and flowers. 

Nothing beats home grown vegetables and freshly picked 
blooms!

ARTISTIC CREATIONS
Most of my life I have felt insignificant and unseen. I 
now realise that despite my past experiences, I was 
created with intention. God sees me and He takes 
pride in the fact that I am His daughter. Healing has 
taken place because I have allowed God to tend to 
my needs. 

“If God gives such attention to the wildflowers, most 
of them never seen, don’t you think He’ll attend to 
you, take pride in you and do His best for you? You 
will find all your everyday human concerns will be 
met. The Father wants to give you the very Kingdom 
itself!”  Luke 12:28, 32
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HAVEN FAVES 

ACCOUNT NAME: Destiny Haven

BSB: 646 000

ACCOUNT NO.:1000 43573

REFERENCE: Your Surname

Donations over $2.00 are tax deductible

P.O. Box 106 Clarence Town,

NSW, 2321 | PH: (O2) 4996 5558

enquiries@destinyhaven.org.au

www.destinyhaven.org.au

CONTACT USDONATIONS

Irresistibly Smooth Chocolate...
Announcing our new addition to our Crunch 
Bark range. Our Popcorn Crunch Bark is made 
using the finest Callebaut Belgian milk choc-
olate, coating a variety of caramel and salted 
popcorns with caramel hazelnut clusters. It is 
definitely a winner among all who have bought 
it. Our new Freckles & Fizz Buttons are also a 
new favourite with the diamonds. Created using 
our glorious milk Chocolate, it is infused with 
popping candy and each button is smothered 
with hundreds and thousand sprinkles. 

* Please pray for the many women who have applied to come to Destiny Haven. With three in 
our care considered high risk, we cannot bring new Diamonds into our program until the gov-
ernment lifts restrictions.  Pray that restrictions are lifted soon so that Destiny Haven can be 
filled again with women who long for their lives to be changed.

* Please pray for God to provide our needs at this time during this season of uncertainty the 
whole world faces.

PLEASE PRAY


